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RSA for Kindergarten 

All Students: 

• Take the STAR EL Assessment during benchmark windows 1,2,3. See attached Calendar.  

• All families are provided with a STAR Parent Letter after each assessment window.  

Students who score at or above the 40th percentile: 

• Test according to the STAR EL Calendar. These students are only required to test again during 

Benchmark 2 and 3 Windows. 

• If you have concerns about a student, you can have them test during the progress monitoring 

windows.  

• Send home a Parent Letter after every assessment.  

Students who score below 40th Percentile: 

• Must progress monitor during the PM windows on the testing calendar. 

• Must receive additional help on their most at need skill. 

• Must go on an RSA APP and will stay on that plan for the rest of the year.  If their STAR scores 

improve, you can update the intervention frequency, but the “plan” is also a communication 

document and needs to be continued. Plans are typically reviewed during P/T Conf. 

• After BM 2 (December), any student who scores below benchmark must also be given the CBM 

to screen for characteristics of dyslexia. We only give this after BM 2 in Kindergarten.  1st – 3rd 

grades are screened based on beginning of the year data.  It is only required to be given once, 

but the teacher can administer it after each subsequent testing window if a parent requests or 

to measure progress.  

• Dyslexia Screening must take place January 4th - 13th. If the screener indicates they have 

“characteristics of dyslexia”, results must be shared with parents within 30 days of screening.   

• At any point in the year, prior to May, if a student drops into this category, they go on an RSA 

Plan. 

Frequently asked Questions: 
Q: Can a student be removed from an RSA Plan?   

A: No, the intervention intensity/frequency is just changed.   
 

Q: Who do I talk to about Special Ed Placement? 

A: If you are concerned about a student you need to voice that concern during school data 

meetings, and visit with your SPED teacher and ask for an observation.  
 

Q: Can anyone be given the screener for characteristics of dyslexia? 

A: Yes, but it is only required and advised for students below 40th percentile after the middle of 

year benchmark window.   
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Additional information regarding the characteristics of dyslexia screening is located on page 2.  

 

The following information is taken directly from the Implementation Guide: Early Screening for Reading 

Difficulties including Characteristics of Dyslexia, P. 11 

 

SCREENING FOR CHARACTERISTICS OF DYSLEXIA 
 

This screening is intended to provide additional information for students who may be having reading 

difficulties in order to determine if there is a risk of dyslexia as well as to help guide instruction and 

intervention accordingly. The screening assessment does not provide a diagnosis of dyslexia or any 

other reading disability. Just as with other types of reading difficulties, students who demonstrate 

some risk of dyslexia may need a range of support, from brief, targeted instruction in the classroom, 

along with individualized accommodations, to additional instruction (Tier 2) supports or possibly 

intensive intervention (Tier 3). Even after targeted interventions in the general education setting, some 

students may have additional risk factors that are identified and may need an evaluation to determine 

eligibility for special education services with goals and services defined in an Individualized Education 

Program (IEP). It is important to note that only a very small percentage of students will require 

special education services. 

 

DEFINITION OF DYSLEXIA 
 

Dyslexia refers to a learning disability that affects reading. Dyslexia is not due to a problem with 

vision but rather a problem processing language. https://dyslexiaida.org/ida-dyslexiahandbook/ 

 

Dyslexia affects reading at the single word level, reading fluency and rate, and spelling. In turn, these 

weaknesses cause difficulties with reading comprehension and written expression. Other abilities that 

do not require reading, such as general intelligence, reasoning, oral language, mathematics, and 

knowledge, are often unimpaired. In other words, the reading and spelling difficulties are often 

unexpected in relation to the person’s other abilities. 

--Mather & Wendling, 2014 From the Oklahoma Dyslexia Handbook 

 

PURPOSE OF SCREENING FOR RISK OF DYSLEXIA 

 

The purpose of screening for characteristics of dyslexia is to determine, in an efficient and reliable 

manner, which students are likely to be at-risk for characteristics of dyslexia. This generally means that 

students are struggling with word recognition skills in the areas of phonemic awareness, phonics 

and/or spelling. Dyslexia screening is targeted to students in kindergarten and grades 1-3 because of 

the importance of identifying difficulties or learning gaps with foundational reading skills as quickly as 

possible. 
 

Having difficulty with these skills does not condemn a student to a lifetime label of being a “struggling 

reader.” However, the longer appropriate instruction is delayed, the more time consuming, difficult 

and expensive it will be to address student needs. Learning difficulties, including dyslexia, can be 

remediated with appropriate evidence-based instruction. 

https://dyslexiaida.org/ida-dyslexiahandbook/

